
 

Dear Friends,  
 

Welcome to the first Newsletter of 2010.  Despite a chilly and disruptive start to the 

New Year, let us hope that from now the weather improves and that we can look forward 

to another good year for the Association.  
 

In this edition you will see lots of interesting events planned, especially our visit to 

Bricquebec in early June and the return visit to Alresford in September.  
 

Jean did a sterling job at the Presidentõs Evening collecting subscriptions, but if you have 

not yet had the opportunity then hopefully this gentle reminder will not go amiss.  
 

I would also like to welcome Mike Hedderley to the committee.  
 

Regards, 
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DIARY OF 
EVENTS 

2010  
 
CONVERSATION 
GROUP  meets on 
the first and fourth 
Mondays of the 
month at 7.30pm 
 
FEBRUARY 
Friday 26th  
Time: 7.30pm 
Skittles Evening 
at The Swan Hotel 
 
APRIL 
Saturday 17th 
French Market in 
Broad Street,  
Alresford 
 
Sunday 25th  
Spring Walk 
 
MAY 
Friday 21st 
Time: 5.30pm 
Petanque 
Arlebury Park 
 
JUNE 
Weekend 4th  - 6th  
Visit to Bricquebec 
 
JULY 
Friday 16th 
Summer Wine 
 
AUTUMN 
Visit from Bricquebec 
 
OCTOBER 
Saturday 16th  
Annual Dinner 
 
NOVEMBER 
Friday 19th 
Time: 7.30pm  
AGM at 
St Gregoryôs Hall 

www.alresford -twinning.org.uk  

Friday 26th February, 7 for 7.30pm  
 

Skittles Evening at the Swan Hotel (see inside for details)  

VISIT TO BRICQUEBEC 4th ñ6th June 2010  
 

As you will have seen from the programme of events, we will be heading off on the first 

weekend in June to Bricquebec.  We would like as many people as possible to support this, 

so please put this weekend in your diaries.  
 

It is hoped that on this trip we will be joined by the Badminton Club and we may also be 

able to organise a round of golf  with some old friends from the Bricquebec Football Club!  

The Tennis Club have also shown interest in joining us. Terry has already been in touch 

with Brittany Ferries and the best option is to travel out on the Friday afternoon 15.30 

Portsmouth to Cherbourg Ferry and back on the Sunday evening 19.45 Caen to Portsmouth.  

Cost around £50 - £60 per person.  
 

We will circulate some more details shortly, but if you already want 

to reserve places please let Terry know as soon as possible.   

A NOTE FROM PHIL, YOUR BARMAN -   

 DONõT SAY óNOó SAY òMAYBEó!  
 

Well, wasnõt it a good Presidentõs Party?  About 70 ATA members enjoyed 

the evening, some 42 bottles of wine were drunk (obviously one or two of our 

established members were either absent or on the wagon), the food was delicious and the 

raffle took £220.  My thanks go to the 7 ATA members who bought our association ties 

whereas those who declined the special offer will be approached again later! All the com-

mittee, their spouses and partners should be congratulated on providing a really good eve-

ning. We know that when food and drink are involved Twinning Association members always 

rise to the occasion! It was good to have a real French person among the crowd. Maryvonne 

Leprevost is a frequent visitor to Alresford and we were interested in her stories of the 

recent cold weather. In Bricquebec the weight of snow on the roof of the Intermarche 

supermarket caused it to collapse, 80cms of snow fell on the town of La Haye -du Puis 

20kms to the south, and on one farm nearby some animals were killed when the roof fell in!  
 

Finally, we shall need a new President at the end of this year, Terryõs done a fantastic job, 

so if youõre approached, donõt say ò Noó say ò Maybeó and then we can start talking!  



REPORTS OF RECENT 

EVENTS  

 

On Saturday evening 16th January (during a window of 

mild weather!) 60+ members and guests ventured out 

to Fiddlers Green in Bishops Sutton to attend the 

first social event of 2010.  

 

As usual at the Presidentõs Soiree an excellent buffet was provided 

by the committee and the bar was the most popular part of the 

house ......must be something to do with Philip's "bonhomie"!  

President, Terry Foreman, who hosted the evening, expressed his 

delight at how many people had turned up and also announced the 

year's calendar of events.   

 

The raffle raised over £200 towards the cost of the evening .  

Presidentõs Evening 

 

The Annual General Meeting of the Association  was held in St Gregoryõs 

Hall, Alresford on Friday 20 th  November 2009 at 7:30pm.  Twenty -one  

members attended, which was disappointing compared to previous years.  

However, we did have to compete with Children in Need and a couple of other local events.  

 

Terry welcomed members and Mr Chris Jeffs, Production Manager of Alresford Salads 

our guest speaker. Chris spoke to us about the history of growing watercress in the 

UK, as well as explaining some of the  health benefits and how the product has been 

marketed over the years. Watercress has been commercially farmed for 200 years. It 

is only grown on a few suitable sites including Alresford, Springvale, Manor Farm and 

some small beds in Dorset and Wiltshire.  It is now beginning to be grown in Spain,  

Jersey and Florida.  70% of the watercress grown in the UK is grown in Alresford.  

Watercress is a known super food and has anti -cancer properties.  The Watercress 

Association is applying to the European Union for protection of the historic crop.   

 

Chris reminded us as well that the next Watercress Festival in Alresford will be on 16 th  May 2010. 

 

Terry reported that the Association remains healthy, both financially and socially, and that links with our 

friends in Bricquebec continue to develop.  However, he did reconfirm that both he and Marian would be 

standing down at the next AGM, so it is important that we find replacements as soon as possible.  

AGM REPORT  




